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Safety & Compliance UU-SAF-101

Shop Floor Safety Basics: Pneumatic
Tools, Cutting Equipment, and PPE

The hazards specific to an upholstery shop floor, and the baseline controls that
address them.

UU-SAF-101
Shop Floor Safety Basics

1. Why upholstery shops have their own hazard profile

An upholstery shop doesn't look like a typical industrial floor, which is exactly why its hazards
get underrated. Pneumatic staplers, band knives and power shears, sewing machines, foam-
cutting tools, and constant material handling are all routine parts of the job — and all carry
real injury risk if the shop doesn't build basic controls around them. This is a baseline, not a
full compliance program; pair it with your actual OSHA General Duty Clause obligations and
any applicable state plan requirements for your location.

2. Pneumatic staplers and tackers

e Require full sequential-trip triggers (tool fires only when the safety tip is depressed against
the work surface and the trigger is pulled) rather than contact-trip/bump-fire triggers
wherever the tool and task allow it — this is the single biggest control against accidental
discharge.
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e Never carry a pneumatic tool with a finger on the trigger, and disconnect air supply before
clearing a jam or doing any maintenance.

e Match staple/tacker pressure to the material — over-pressured staples can ricochet or blow
through thin material.

e Several state OSHA programs have issued specific guidance distinguishing heavy-duty and
light-duty pneumatic staplers and the controls expected for each; check whether your state
plan has published guidance and follow it.

3. Cutting equipment (band knives, power shears, rotary cutters)

Blade guards stay on except for the specific cut that requires their adjustment, and are
returned to position immediately after.

Cut-resistant gloves for hand-fed material on band knives and power shears.

Lockout/tagout before blade changes or jam clearing on any motorized cutting equipment.

Keep the cutting area clear of offcuts and scrap underfoot — a cluttered cutting station is a
slip-and-fall risk next to a blade.

4. Sewing machines
¢ Needle guards in place during operation; fingers kept clear of the needle plate during feed,
especially on heavier walking-foot machines used for upholstery-weight material.

e Power off before rethreading or clearing a jam, not just hands away from the needle.

5. Material handling and ergonomics

e Team-lift or use mechanical assistance (dollies, lift straps) for heavy frames and fully-
assembled furniture rather than individual lifting — back injuries from furniture handling are
one of the most common upholstery-shop injuries, not cuts.

¢ Rotate workers between cutting, sewing, and hand-tying tasks where practical to reduce
repetitive-motion strain; see Repetitive Motion & Ergonomics (UU-SAF-102) for detail.

6. Personal protective equipment (PPE) baseline



TASK BASELINE PPE

Pneumatic stapling/tacking Safety glasses (staple ricochet risk)
Band knife / power shear Safety glasses, cut-resistant gloves
cutting
Foam cutting (hot wire or Safety glasses; ventilation appropriate to the cutting method
blade) (see UU-SAF-104)
Spray adhesive application Respirator rated for organic vapors, ventilated/spray area,
gloves
Frame repair (sanding, Safety glasses, dust mask or respirator, hearing protection as
routing) needed
Compliance note

This is a working baseline, not a substitute for a written safety program. Shop owners are
responsible for meeting OSHA's General Duty Clause and any applicable federal or state-plan
standards for their specific equipment and state — confirm current requirements with OSHA
or your state's occupational safety agency rather than relying solely on this guide.

Sources

U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA); NC Department of Labor, Safety
Note SN-56: Heavy and Light Duty Pneumatic Staplers.

A note on this content: This article is general trade guidance written for Upholsterers United's member
network — it isn't legal, safety, or compliance advice, and it isn't a substitute for the current text of any
standard, code, or manufacturer specification it references. Standards get revised and local requirements
vary; before relying on anything here for an actual compliance or liability decision, verify current requirements
with the applicable standards body, code official, or material manufacturer.



