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Fabric Selection Guide: Matching
Weave and Durability to Use-Case

A working framework for recommending fabric by where a piece actually lives —
not just what looks good on the sample book.

UU-CFT-103
Fabric Selection Guide

1. Start from where the piece lives, not the sample book

The single most common source of a callback or a disappointed customer isn't workmanship —
it's a fabric that looked right in the showroom but was wrong for where it was going to live.
Fabric selection is a durability and use-case decision first, and an aesthetic decision second.
Ask where the piece sits, who and what uses it, and what it will be exposed to before opening
the sample book.

2. Match fabric category to use-case

USE-CASE WHAT TO PRIORITIZE TYPICAL FABRIC FAMILIES
Formal / low-traffic Hand, drape, and appearance; Natural and blended wovens, lighter-
residential durability still matters but weight performance blends

traffic is light
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USE-CASE
High-traffic
residential (family

rooms, homes with
kids/pets)

Commercial /
hospitality seating

Marine and outdoor

Automotive / RV

WHAT TO PRIORITIZE

Abrasion resistance,
cleanability, colorfastness to
spot-cleaning

Abrasion rating, flammability
compliance, cleanability
under heavy rotation of
occupants

UV resistance, water
resistance/quick-dry, mildew
resistance

UV and heat resistance, flex
durability, cleanability

TYPICAL FABRIC FAMILIES

Performance/engineered fabrics (e.g.
Crypton-type, tightly woven synthetic
blends), treated leathers

Contract-grade vinyl and panel fabrics
rated for commercial double-rub
counts

Marine-grade vinyl, solution-dyed
acrylics (e.g. Sunbrella-type outdoor
fabrics)

Automotive-grade vinyl and
engineered textiles rated for interior
temperature swings

3. Durability vocabulary worth using on a quote

e Double rubs / abrasion rating — a standardized durability test (back-and-forth rub cycles)

used to compare fabric wear resistance. Residential-grade fabric is typically tested to a

lower cycle count than contract/commercial-grade; if a customer is furnishing a business or

high-traffic space, steer them toward contract-rated goods and say why.

e Colorfastness — resistance to fading from light exposure and to color transfer/bleeding

when cleaned. Matters most for pieces near windows or exposed to direct sun.

e Solution-dyed vs. piece-dyed — solution-dyed fibers carry color through the fiber itself (not

just the surface), which is why solution-dyed acrylics are the standard choice for outdoor and

marine work — they resist fading and the color doesn't wash out.

Shop practice

Keep a short, honest explanation ready for why a performance/contract fabric costs more than

a decorative one — customers rarely push back on price once they understand they're paying

for a longer service life, not just a label.



4. Weight and weave basics

Fabric weight alone isn't a reliable durability proxy — a tight, well-constructed weave can
outlast a heavier but loosely woven fabric. Tighter weaves generally resist pilling, snagging,
and pet-claw damage better; loop and bouclé weaves look and feel great but snag more easily
around pets and loose jewelry/buttons, which is worth mentioning to a customer with pets
before they commit.

5. Setting expectations before the order is placed

e Pull a real sample, not just a swatch book photo, and let the customer handle it before
ordering.

e Disclose known limitations plainly: a fabric that isn't bleach-cleanable, a leather that will
patina and mark with use, a light color that will show soiling faster.

e For any fabric going into a commercial or public-facing space, confirm it meets the
flammability/compliance requirements for that use before ordering — see Flammability
Standards for Upholstered Furniture (UU-SAF-103).

Sources

General trade reference reflecting standard textile and upholstery industry terminology.
Specific abrasion/double-rub ratings and flammability compliance vary by manufacturer and
application — confirm current test data from the fabric mill for any job with a formal
performance requirement.

A note on this content: This article is general trade guidance written for Upholsterers United's member
network — it isn't legal, safety, or compliance advice, and it isn't a substitute for the current text of any
standard, code, or manufacturer specification it references. Standards get revised and local requirements
vary; before relying on anything here for an actual compliance or liability decision, verify current requirements
with the applicable standards body, code official, or material manufacturer.



